
One of the most prevalent and persistent themes 

in the Clark County School District’s history 

is its growth. From the earliest days of the new school 

district to its present status as the nation’s fifth larg-

est, it has been a constant challenge to accommodate 

the flow of students coming into the county.

Student populations double decade after decade, 

and new schools continue to open, but it is difficult 

to keep pace. CCSD continually struggles, balancing 

the need for more buildings with limited budgets. 

The district has often resorted to creative solutions: 

In 1956, with over twenty thousand students, the 

newly-formed Clark County School District reverted 

to half-day, or double sessions. Ten years later, even 

with an aggressive building campaign, half of the 

almost sixty-three thousand Clark County students 

were still attending double sessions. And ten years 

after that, the battle for seats and funding remained. 

In fact, each decade since has faced the challenge of 

providing for steadily increasing student enrollment 

with slow-growing operational budgets.

Even with the passage of bonds, which provides 

funds for new construction and renovation of older 

school buildings, the operating budget must provide 

for staff, services, and supplies. So, while the taxpay-

ers may support a new bond to build more schools, 

the state’s educational budget often does not provide 

funds for more personnel, textbooks, or microscopes 

for the increased student population. Activities and 

special programs frequently bear the brunt of budget 

cuts, and unfortunately, many programs that are cut, 

such as middle school competitive sports, are never 

brought back.

The Clark County School District must also find, 

recruit, and hire hundreds of new faculty and staff 

every year. Unfortunately, the supply of qualified 

teachers often fails to match the demand of students. 

For the last several years, CCSD recruiters have trav-

eled as far away as the Phillipines to entice teachers 

to move to the desert.

Just as teachers now come from around the world 

to the Clark County School District, students rep-
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resent many different countries as well. There are 

106 languages spoken in CCSD, representing 145 

countries. By 2006, more than 48,000 were enrolled 

in English Language Learner (ELL) programs, with 

over eighty percent speaking Spanish.

Typically, residents flood into southern Nevada at 

the rate of five thousand a month, and the student 

population grows by twelve thousand to fifteen thou-

sand enrollments every year. Only twice in its history 

has CCSD not met enrollment projections: The trag-

edy of September 11, 2001, which impacted the Las 

Vegas tourism industry, affecting job opportunities; 

and the sub prime mortgage practices that began in 

2007, putting the housing market in Clark County in 

crisis. Yet even though growth slowed, the student 

population still increased.

New resorts and industries are slated to open in 

the coming years, bringing another influx of fami-

lies into the Las Vegas valley, Mesquite, and Coyote 

Springs. As history has shown, the Clark County 

School District will continue to struggle to meet 

the educational needs of these new residents until 

someday, hopefully, Nevada students become the 

state’s number one priority. 

Education in the Neon Shadow is the story of the 

Clark County School District’s efforts to harness the 

energy of southern Nevada’s growth. It is the story 

of a desert community and the influence of local, 

national, and world events in shaping the programs 

that distinguish this district.
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